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Certain activities in navigable waters are exempt from needing a permit under chapter 30, Wisconsin
Statutes. Using this checklist, you can determine if your project qualifies for an exemption.

Your boat shelter, boat hoist or boat lift is eligible for an exemption if your project will meet all the
following conditions:
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The boat shelter, boat hoist or boat lift is placed and maintained by a riparian (an authorized agent
or contractor may do the work on behalf of the riparian). The boat shelter, hoist or lift must be
located entirely within the riparian’s zone of interest.

The boat shelter, boat hoist or boat lift is placed adjacent to a pier, wharf or shoreline. A boat
shelter shall be connected to adjacent uplands by a pier.

A boat shelter — a structure designed to cover a boat slip or place for a watercraft - must be
seasonal. This means that any roof and any related supports must be removed from the water
between December 1 and April 1 annually.

A riparian owner may place no more than two boat shelters for the first 100 feet of shoreline, and
one for each additional 50 feet of shoreline footage in common ownership.

A boat shelter may not interfere with public rights and may not have an unreasonable adverse
effect on aquatic habitat.

A boat shelter may not interfere with the rights of other riparians.

A boat shelter shall allow the free movement of water underneath and may not cause formation of
land on the bed of the waterway.

A boat shelter shall comply with applicable provisions of any municipal ordinances.

Except for designations under s. 30.275, Stats., the structure may not be placed in any waterway
designated by federal, state or local government as having outstanding scenic values.

All boat shelters shall be designed and used exclusively for the berthing of a single watercraft.

A boat shelter placed or permitted after September 1, 1991, may not exceed an outside dimension
of 12 feet wide by 24 feet long on waters under 1000 acres in size and may not exceed an outside
dimension of 14 feet wide by 24 feet long on waters 1000 acres and larger in size. The burden of
proving that a boat shelter was placed prior to September 1, 1991 shall be on the owner. A
seasonal boat shelter originally placed prior to September 1, 1991 and which does not comply
with these dimensions may not be expanded in size.

A boat shelter may include a roof but may not include walls, sides or equivalent construction such
as canvas side drops. A boat shelter roof shall be pitched not less than one foot nor more than 2.5
feet from the roof peak to the bottom of the eaves. Only the size and number of vertical
components required to support the watercraft and any roof are permitted.
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] Storage facilities may only be included above the eaves of a boat shelter.

] A boat shelter may include only a single sign necessary to identify the property and may only
include lighting essential for safety and mooring.

] Permanent and seasonal boat shelters shall be placed as close together as practicable at a single
location adjacent to each property. Adjacent lots in common ownership shall be considered a
single property.

If your project does not meet all of these conditions, submit a permit application to the Department.

If you have any questions about whether you meet these conditions, you may request an Exemption
Determination from DNR. Obtain Form 3500-107, “Chapter 30 Exemption Determination Request” from
a DNR service center, or download it from our website at www.dnr.wi.gov under the topic “Waterway
and Wetland Permits.” Complete the form and submit it to the DNR office identified on the form.




